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TRIBAL MEMBERS MEET IN UM-ORGANIZED CONFERENCE
MISSOULA—
Tribal representatives from the western United States and the First Nations in Canada will
come together Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 25-26, in the fourth annual “Many Voices, One
Message - Keep Tobacco Sacred” conference at Big Mountain in Whitefish.
The theme o f this year’s conference is “Bring the Medicine Back.” The event is a training
effort for adults and youth who are interested in preserving tribal traditions related to tobacco as
medicine versus tobacco use for recreational reasons.
The conference is organized by The University o f Montana and sponsored by the
American Legacy Foundation.
Training sessions are designed as a way to provide an approach to preventing the
recreational use of tobacco, while encouraging a return to sacred use of tobacco. Sessions follow
a creed adapted by the 2003 Native American Planning Team that says, “The modem warrior has
a traditional relationship with tobacco. Know your enemy - fight tobacco abuse. Mentally,
emotionally, spiritually and physically.”
The event features keynote speaker, Lawrence Shorty. Shorty is a nationally recognized
researcher on tobacco abuse amongst Native populations. He will offer a presentation, “Tools of
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Resistance to Dismantle Tobacco Addiction: Merging Old and New Traditions,” which features
powwow dancers.
A luncheon presentation will be held by Lois Ellen Frank, a nationally renowned author,
photographer, and instructor/chef at the Santa Fe Cooking School.
Traditional pipe ceremonies and prayer also will be offered by Bob Cardinal o f the Cree
Nation from the Enoch Reserve, British Columbia.
Other conference events include drumming, nature walks, prayers and storytelling. Aside
from the main conference a Native youth track will be held featuring sessions on traditional
tobacco. The sessions will offer youth the opportunity to express what they have learned through
interpretive art and writing.
For more information or to register for the conference, visit
www.umt.edu/ce/secure/tobacco.
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